Tool 3.20: Sample Demographics Comparison Chart
Why is this tool useful?
Utilizing demographics data sources such as census data helps you describe your community. For
example, you could describe what percent of the community overall is low-income, what languages are
spoken, household size, etc. Baseline demographic data is existing data from other sources such as the
census. When you collect demographic data from your survey sample, this information can be compared
with baseline data of the larger population.
Analyzing your Survey Data:
Comparing the demographics from your research to baseline data can allow you to demonstrate you
have conducted research with a sample that is similar to the overall population. Background
demographic data can also allow you to highlight the ways in which the demographics of your research
sample are unique. You may find that your research sample differs from the general population in a way
you want to highlight. In addition, you might intentionally oversample a particular community, such as
non-English speakers, if they are the focus of your research.
Tailoring Questions and Answer Choices for Surveys:
If you are planning to compare your data to another source (such as the American Community Survey or
the Census) look at how that source asks their questions, so you can be sure to have a meaningful
comparison (see Tool 3.19).
Demographics Comparison Charts
Pulling all of your survey data and baseline comparison data into a chart is a good way to visualize some
of the similarities and differences mentioned above. The chart below was taken from A People’s Budget:
A Research and Evaluation Report on Participatory Budgeting in New York City Cycle 3, a report by the
Community Development Project at the Urban Justice Center with the PBNYC Research team. This chart
compares the overall demographics of districts participating in the process (taken from the Decennial
Census 2010) with the demographics of voters who turned out for PB.
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